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So What is a Thin Section?



Geoscience Australia’s Slide Based Collection
• The collections (≈250k)

• Management “system”

• Approach

• Digitising records

• Discovery

• Library audit

• Data cleansing



Where are we starting from?



Answer
• Citizen Science 

(Digivol)

https://volunteer.ala.org.au/

• Australian Museum

• CSIRO (National Herbarium & Insect 

collections)

• Botanic Garden Meise

• Geoscience Australia

• NSW Local Land Services (Greater Sydney)

• Museum of Comparative Zoology (Harvard 

University

• James Cook University

• Milwaukee Public Museum

• Museums of Victoria

• New Zealand Arthropod collection

• NSW Office of Environment and Heritage

• Royal Botanic Gardens Kew

• Smithsonian Institution

• South African National Biodiversity Institute

• South Australian Museum

• State Library of Queensland

• The University of Melbourne

• University of Hawaii

• Vermont Center for Ecostudies



The Digivol

Process



The Volunteers
• Make up

• Generally retired

• Science background

• What drives them

• Statistics

• Social interaction

• Mental stimulus

• Working with the Volunteers

• Sensitive to individuals

• Responsive to questions

• Keep them interested



Current Distribution



Things you 

find..



Where to?

• Web Services

• Images

(http://www.bgs.ac.uk/data/britrocks)

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/data/britrocks
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