
Sensitive Data:
How do you do yours?



Today’s BoF Format

1. Panel Intros

2. Audience poll & 

Discussion



Panel

● Dr Frankie Stevens - AARNet

● Dr Steven McEachern - ADA

● Kate LeMay - ARDC

● Jeff Christiansen - QCIF

● Angela Gackle - TERN

● Ingrid Mason - AARNet



Frankie Stevens

● AARNet Australia’s Research & Education Network - Research Engagement 
Strategist

● Research Background: Cancer Research

● eResearch Background: National, State and Institutional

● Interests: Open Research, Sensitive Data Storage and Sharing, Upskilling 
Researchers



Kate LeMay

● Australian Research Data Commons 

● Skilled workforce team - events (face to face training, webinars, virtual 
training), guides, website resources

● Background: pharmacist and primary care medical research 

● Interests: Ethics, governance, mediated access, de-identification, risk 
management e.g. Five Safes, F.A.I.R. data not open data, policy, (plus good 
data management in general) 



Steve McEachern

●  Australian Data Archive: https://ada.edu.au 

● The Australian Data Archive (ADA) provides a national service for the 
collection and preservation of digital research data. ADA disseminates this 
data for secondary analysis by academic researchers and other users.

●  Background: industrial relations and human resource management, social 
science, research data archiving, preservation and dissemination

●  Interests: many and varied - in terms of research data, the safe and useful 
dissemination of data for research, policy and public use purposes, and 
frameworks for achieving this (5 Safes, FAIR, etc.)

https://ada.edu.au


Angela Gackle

● TERN (Terrestrial Ecosystem Research Network)

● TERN publishes its own data and a range of high value legacy data sets 

● Background: Science communication, partnership building

● Interests: Encourage collaboration and the use of ecological data for best 
outcomes for Australian environmental management; understanding problems 
and defining them



Jeff Christiansen

● Currently:
• QCIF Health and Life Sciences Program Manager 
• EMBL-ABR and Australia Bioinformatics Commons

● Previously:
• Manager of med.data.edu.au (QCIF, Intersect, VicNode)
• Contractor for NSW Cancer Institute Biobanking Stakeholder Network
• Medical researcher

● Interests:
• Shared infrastructure for storing, describing, analysing and linking biological data (e.g. gene 
sequence, images, etc) and associated ‘specimen’ contextual information.
• Ensuring the above is suitable for human derived information
• Education around shared responsibilities for protecting information and minimising risk



Ingrid Mason

● AARNet Australia’s Research & Education Network - Deployment Strategist

● Research Background: Digital cultural heritage, digital curation and archiving

● eResearch Background: National, State and Institutional

● Interests: Cultural protocols and societal conventions for collection of and 
access to documentary history and heritage materials



Sensitive Data Poll








































