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The Sustainability Development Goals

The SDGs:
• Were adopted in 2015 by the 

UN
• Provide a blueprint for solving 

some of the worlds most 
pressing issues.

• Consist of 17 broad goals and 
a total of 169 measurable 
targets 



The SDGs Report 2022 – United Nations

A report is 
released each year 
on the progress 
towards the goals.

SARS-CoV-2 was a 
serious set back in 
the progress on 
most of the goals. 

Has the World, or 
APAC region’s 
research focus 
changed in this 
time? 



The SDG Wedding Cake
2021 focus for the Australasian Region

At a similar time the SDG 
wedding cake was 
conceptualised. 

The wedding cake shows the 
biosphere as the foundation of 
society and the economy.

Does our regions research effort 
reflect this concept?Prof Johan Rockström – Stockholm Resilience Centre



Mapping Publications to the SDGs



Mapping Publications & Grants to SDGs



Focus Compared to World

The focus of the worlds 
publications is skewed 
across the 17 SDGs

The APAC regions focus 
looks somewhat similar 
but has subtle 
differences.

Despite the skewed focus 
the top 3 SDGs by 
volume are different



Focus Compared to World

Comparing the % of 
publications, the 
differences in focus 
are further elucidated

The APAC regions focus 
is more concentrated in 
the goals relating to the 
biosphere. 

There is also a 
significant difference in 
the focus on Affordable 
and Clean Energy



Trends Compared to Rest of World

Whole World APAC Region

The increase in number (or even %) of publications supporting the SDGs has been increase steadily 
(even before the goals were introduced).

The significant difference in the focus on Affordable and Clean Energy in the APAC region has been 

around for many years. The last couple of years has seen a jump in Good Health and Well Being focus.



The APAC regions focus Dashboard

Now we are just looking at 
Publications outputs from: 
• Australia
• Indonesia
• Malaysia
• Singapore
• Thailand
• New Zealand
• Fiji

The focus is Affordable and 
Clean Energy

https://datastudio.google.com/reporting/dcf3b043-c551-4f2b-bd3c-188049f3fbb3/page/tEnnC


With Low Middle Income Countries

When the APAC region 
collaborates with Low-Middle 
Income Nations (as defined 
by the World Bank) the focus 
becomes Quality Education



Collaborating with China

When the APAC region 
collaborates with China the 
focus becomes Affordable 
and Clean Energy and 
Climate Action



Focus on Grant Funding

Mapping Awarded Grant 
Data to the SDGs shows little 
change in funding focus 
despite a pandemic and 
varying levels of improvement 
across the goals  

Grants Beginning 2015 Grants Beginning 2021/2022



Webinar

https://www.dimensions.ai/webinars/introduction-to-dimensions-and-google-big-query-apac/

https://www.dimensions.ai/webinars/introduction-to-dimensions-and-google-big-query-apac/
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