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With thanks for their 
contribution:



The Language Data Commons of Australia (LDaCA) and Australian Text Analytics Platform (ATAP) projects received investment 
(https://doi.org/10.47486/DP768 and https://doi.org/10.47486/PL074) from the Australian Research Data Commons (ARDC). The ARDC 

is funded by the National Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy (NCRIS).

https://doi.org/10.47486/DP768
https://doi.org/10.47486/PL074


What is a data commons?
Grossman et al. (2016) give the following description:
“Data commons collocate data, storage, and computing infrastructure with core 
services and commonly used tools and applications for managing, analyzing, and 
sharing data to create an interoperable resource for the research community”

(Grossman, Robert L., Allison Heath, Mark Murphy, Maria Patterson & Walt Wells. 2016. A Case for Data 

Commons: Toward Data Science as a Service. Computing in Science & Engineering 18(5). 10–20. 

https://doi.org/10.1109/MCSE.2016.92.)



Australia’s linguistic diversity

● Speakers of more than 300 languages live in Australia

● In 2021, 5.8 million people (22.8%) reported using a language other than 
English at home

● Top five:
○ Mandarin 685,274

○ Arabic 367,159

○ Vietnamese 320,758

○ Cantonese 295,281

○ Punjabi 239,033



Nationally significant language data

● Existing language collections to capitalise on prior investments
○ Australian National Corpus
○ PARADISEC
○ Austalk
○ Signbank
○ …

● Australia’s Indigenous language holdings of global importance
○ Indigenous cultural heritage
○ Language research
○ Importance for communities

● New and emerging types of language data
● To illustrate language behaviour in Australia across time



Academic and non-academic use

● Language data is not only for linguists
● Used by other disciplines including:

○ (Social) History
○ Literary studies
○ Cultural studies
○ Language teaching
○ ….

● Language data is important to communities which are the source of data
○ Language and identity are closely linked
○ Indigenous communities are of special importance in this regard

(Language data science methods are relevant across many other disciplines also –
the Australian Text Analytics Platform is part of LDaCA)



Continued access

● Sustainability is a key objective

● Data is sustainable, access systems less so

● LDaCA relies on standards-based data storage and packaging models
○ Our portal solutions will become obsolete

○ New solutions can be built on top of the data and description

● Sustainability also means finding long-term data storage solutions
○ This is an ongoing problem…….



Appropriate control

● The A of FAIR does not mean everyone can access everything

● The CARE principles are a guide to responsible data governance
○ Applied to any data in which people have rights

● Explicit licences are required in our data packaging solution
○ Who can access data and for what uses

● Decisions about access are the responsibility of Data Stewards





Whatever else – we need 

long term data management
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https://mod.paradisec.org.au



Portal shows that 

accessing this data 

requires authorization. 

First step: Log in.








