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Research infrastructure for HASS has not been around for long (in Australia)

● Consequences:

○ We are exploring ways to engage with researchers (at various levels)

○ Pathways to working in the field are basically non-existent

● Approaches to addressing these issues:

○ Are there existing structures in universities (or other institutions) which can be 

leveraged?

○ What role can infrastructure providers (eg AARNet) and infrastructure projects (eg 

ATAP) play? 

● An answer to the first question: UQ HDR Placements scheme

● An answer to the second question: the remainder of this presentation
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What UQ brought

● Institutional structure

The Graduate School Career Development Framework facilitates industry experiences, as 

Placements, to allow you to experience current practice and develop networks while 

demonstrating and strengthening your transferable, professional and research skills.

(https://cdf.graduate-school.uq.edu.au/hdr-placements)

● Financial support (placement counted towards scholarship extension requirements)

● Through ATAP, Dr Sam Hames provided support:

○ Methodological and Ideation

○ Project management

○ (Computational)

https://cdf.graduate-school.uq.edu.au/hdr-placements


What AARNet brought

● Support for  HASS research (partnership in LDaCA program and HASS RDC)

● Carpentries Instructor Training

● Reverse instructional design/Carpentries-based curriculum development/workshop 

development skills

● Technical support connection into eResearch infrastructure network for HASS research



The project

● A genuine project to begin addressing a problem specific to the field of Conversation Analysis

○ Conceptualise the problem

○ Build a prototype tool to manipulate Jefferson/Mondada transcripts

○ Deliver a workshop to Conversation Analytic practioners



What the experience was 

● Designated working days per week

● Weekly meetings with Sara and Sam

● Guided pathway from project brainstorming to final output

● Invigorating - a relevant interest that was not the PhD

● Collaborative - a live example of how interdisciplinary collaborations work

● Privileged - access to working with experts
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Output

● A functional Jupyter notebook

● A Carpentries-style workshop

● Feedback from workshop participants

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oMxvqBBTi4Bi4SKJC093LAIlE9QucjIo7iKFVSdxhPo/edit#heading=h.1jbql0r37a20
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Outcomes

● For the student

○ Employment opportunities through exposure to the field of research infrastructure

○ Non-PhD contribution to research field

○ Publication opportunity

● For the organisations

○ Engagement and visibility (news articles, case study)

● For the technical expert

○ Publication opportunity

● For the future

○ More opportunities! AARNet now has a work experience program in place



Benefits

Eve - now a knowledgeable advocate for digital tools in Humanities, comfortable conversing in 

infrastructure space

Sara - a strong advocate for Humanities in research infrastructure + pathways for HASS graduates 

in eResearch careers

Simon - keen to find existing institutional pathways which can be leveraged or repurposed

Sam - detailed discipline specific exposure and ideas for future research/research infrastructure 

projects



Why did this work?

● Existing institutional structure

● The right people in the right places

● Driven by a genuine research agenda

“I feel you should not wait and see what technology will do with you 

– pardon me, technologists will say ‘for you’ –

but rather you should tell technologists what you want to be done.” 

Heinz von Foerster





The Language Data Commons of Australia Data Partnerships (LDaCA-DP), Language Data Commons of 
Australia Research Data Commons (LDaCA-RDC), and Australian Text Analytics Platform (ATAP) projects 

received investment 
(https://doi.org/10.47486/DP768, https://doi.org/10.47486/HIR001, & https://doi.org/10.47486/PL074)

from the Australian Research Data Commons (ARDC).

The ARDC is funded by the National Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy (NCRIS).

https://doi.org/10.47486/DP768
https://doi.org/10.47486/HIR001
https://doi.org/10.47486/PL074


Thank you

For more information,
please contact:

Evelyn Ansell UQ & QCIF 
e.ansell@uq.edu.au

Simon Musgrave UQ & ATAP
s.musgrave@uq.edu.au

Sam Hames UQ & ATAP
s.hames@uq.edu.au

Sara King AARNet
sara.king@aarnet.edu.au

mailto:e.ansell@uq.edu.au
mailto:s.musgrave@uq.edu.au
mailto:s.hames@uq.edu.au
mailto:sara.king@aarnet.edu.au
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