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2018

Australian Research Council 
publishes the Australian 
Code for the Responsible 
Conduct of Research

2019

UC conducts an audit of 
existing RDM practices and 
resources

Research Data Management at UC

2021

Launched tools to support 
RDM best practices and 
monitor compliance

2020

UC develops institutional data 
management policy and 
procedure

•all researchers will need to develop 
data management plans



• Researchers are required to submit DMPs and obtain ethics clearance before they 
start a research project

• Researchers are encouraged / required to publish their data according to FAIR 
principles

• Institutions are actively involved in the process

• Helping researchers comply with policies and best practices

• Disseminating research outputs

• Monitoring compliance

• All these tasks are performed by different actors using a variety of tools

• This makes the process inefficient and error prone

• The institution cannot monitor compliance without a unified view

State of play: policies, processes, actors



State of play: tools 

Research Data Management plans
Administered by eResearch team

Grants Management
Research Information Management
Administered by Research Grants team

Ethics applications platform
Administered by Research Ethics team

Research Data Repository
Administered by eResearch team

Four major systems for researchers to use



How it works

End-to-end Research Data Management



The integrated workflow: functional view
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The integrated workflow: architectural view



From award to RDMP

Admin



From award to ethics application

Admin



Dear Researcher,   
Congratulations on your recent award Australia Council for the Arts Quantitative Research 
Support. 69260404.   
  
University of Canberra policy states that all research projects must have a Data 
Management Plan (DMP). UC uses ReDBox as its DMP tool.  
  
We have created a template ReDBox plan for your project, please:   

• Click here to open your new DMP, please update it and check whether the 
project details are correct.   
• Click here for information about updating, finalising, and printing your DMP, 
and archiving your data.  

  
Your DMP is an important resource throughout the life of your project – please update it 
regularly. It will help you and the university to protect your data.  
  
Useful Links  
Storing Research Data  
Access DC Data as an option for storing and publishing your data.  
  
If you have any questions, please contact us at eresearch@canberra.edu.au  
  
Regards,  
The UC eResearch Team  

Automated notification of researchers

Admin



From award to project in Pure

Admin



From project to data workspace

Collaborative 
dataset creation

Publishing triggers 
moderation workflow

Research



From draft to FAIR dataset: data curation workflow

Publishing



Full audit log available to ensure provenance

Publishing



From curated to published dataset

Publishing



From published dataset to Pure record

Admin

• Harvest metadata from 2000+ repos

• Normalize metadata (OpenAIRE schema)

• Clean-up i.e. remove duplicates, non-research data e.g. articles 

• Enrich metadata with publications/ author / institution 

Track and Analyse your institutional research 
data across over 2000 domain specific and 
generalist data repositories



Engagement and Outcomes



Getting the message out there 

• Support materials

• Benefits

• Processes

• Access, tool use

• Engagement talk

• Pilot, survey



Support Materials



Engagement Talk Strategy

Researchers
⎼ HDRs, Academics, Supervisors
⎼ Faculties, Centres

Processes
⎼ What, when, how

Structure
⎼ 30 min presentation + Qs
⎼ Benefits, processes, access

Address user needs



• 90+ active DMPs

• BAU talk, support

• Pilot, surveys useful

• Positive feedback

• Open access guidelines

Outcomes



Contribution to Institutional Underpinnings

• UC’s integration work helped test the Active Data Management element of 
the Underpinnings framework

• Integrating systems to provide a seamless user experience

• Educating researchers

• 11 output document published for public access via DC Data: 

https://researchdata.canberra.edu.au/datasets/bfrt75n8wh

https://researchdata.canberra.edu.au/datasets/bfrt75n8wh




Key takeaways

• UC tapped into PURE’s potential as a workflow tool

• We focused on workflows rather than point-to-point integrations 

• Enables the design of general-purpose solutions that can be adapted to different 
scenarios

• Designed solution with end users in mind

• Minimised administrative burden to maximise uptake

• Project helped validate a national research data management framework
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