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The Digital Stewardship (Research) team
We specialise in…

• data curation, building digital archives, online resources & using UoM systems

• data publishing & open research (inc. NTROs, citation & retention)

• complex needs/compliance navigation of data & digital

• digital preservation and long-term data stewardship

• research data management support and advice

How we work…

• consultations, advice, funding application help

• design and establishing data plans and/or systems

• awareness, training, workshops

• embedding with Uni projects 

• national & international engagement on above

2library.unimelb.edu.au/digital-stewardship



Melbourne Figshare

Launched April 
2015

Discussions about 
ownership began 

2018

Transfer of business 
ownership to 

Scholarly Services, 
May 2020

Technical reference 
group formed, 

2020

Investigating 
purpose & crucial 
components for a 

service refresh

Implementation of 
integrations and 
improvements -

ongoing

https://figshare.unimelb.edu.au



Refining the service purpose for University of 
Melbourne

• Analysis of publisher data deposit policies

• Snowball interview survey regarding the institutional purpose. Top 5 findings:

o melbourne.figshare.com provides globally discoverable scholarly citation of research outputs

o melbourne.figshare.com provides a publisher approved data repository

o melbourne.figshare.com allows researchers to make data and materials accessible (publicly or 
available on request) to support greater transparency and reproducibility

o melbourne.figshare.com provides potential for the Uni to obtain indicators, measures and 
integration with researcher profiling systems.

o there is a clear need to better understand how figshare fits into an integrated ecosystem

• Needs to be better integrated with outputs/publication systems before we refresh service messages



Integration

Further technical survey resulted in top 4 recommendations:

• Ensure researchers can import their important items from 
figshare into the University’s publication management 
system as required.

• Confirm importing into the publication management 
system results in a good user experience, or determine 
what improvements could be investigated further.

• Request greater safety around melbourne.figshare.com S3 
data files

• Include melbourne.figshare.com in system status updates, 
along with other core enterprise systems

2 further developments being investigated:

• changing domain name

• adding deposit terms and conditions



We are here 

• We have operationalised the top 4 recommendations

• A communications plan is in place – this includes targeted faculty workshops which are resulting in a 
visible increase in use of figshare

• Staff Knowledge Framework developed

• Dedicated repository specialist has joined the team

• DOI metadata improvements have been made

• Web pages developed about using figshare in the University of Melbourne context

Coming soon:

• Updated branding and links

• Further integrations with other research output systems



Melbourne Figshare Service Offering

Data publishing for material supplemental to journal articles 

Process for non-traditional research output collection and portfolios 
presentation

Platform for significant research initiatives



Melbourne Figshare Website

• About Melbourne Figshare

• What can be shared in Figshare?

• Access the repository

• Contact the Digital Stewardship team

• Help resources

https://library.unimelb.edu.au/digital-stewardship/melbourne-figshare



9

Examples



Supplementary material

https://doi.org/10.4225/49/59e3ee30cdbbc



Collections

https://doi.org/10.26188/c.5714387.v1



NTRO example

SAJADI, NEDASADAT (2022). How Can We 
Teach/Learn Emotion Words and Complex 
Abstract Meanings? – A Relational A/r/tographic
Conversation In-between Images and Words.. 
University of Melbourne. Collection. 
https://doi.org/10.26188/c.6337886.v1

https://doi.org/10.26188/c.6337886.v1


MACH Catelogue

https://melbourne.figshare.com/MACH-catalogue



Measured Drawings

https://melbourne.figshare.com/MDDH
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Integrations



Integration with Elements



HeSANDA

https://ardc.edu.au/program/health-studies-
australian-national-data-asset/

Redcap

Figshare

DataCite

https://melbourne.figshare.com/MACH-HeSANDA



Non-Traditional Research Outputs (NTROs)

ServiceNow

figshare

Elements

Find an Expert
https://unimelb.service-now.com/research?id=sc_cat_item&sys_id=625d9346dbee7890f0ca1873449619ad



Thank you

http://figshare.unimelb.edu.au/

Ailie Smith

ailie.smith@unimelb.edu.au

http://figshare.unimelb.edu.au/

