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• Researchers use it

• Researchers use it

• No, really. 

• Researchers use it

What makes a good research 
data management system?



• 60+ metadata questions

• No data storage

UQ Data Management Plan Tool
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• UQ built and supported Research data management system launched in 

2018

• 20,000 project records 

• 30,000 total registered users (14k UQ staff, 10k UQ students, 6k external 

collaborators)

• 15,000 active UQ users in UQRDM database

• 21PB of research data stored in the first instance

UQ Research Data Manager (UQRDM)



• Incentives

- Free storage

- Same or superior storage quality

- Fast provisioning of storage

- External collaborator access

• Penalties/Obstacles

- Project record (metadata)

UQRDM – Secrets to success



UQRDM – Records and data storage



UQRDM – User adoption



UQRDM – External users



• Data as an asset

- Research data isn’t single use

- Construct ‘web’ of all aspects of the research process

• Preservation of data

- Safety

- Compliance

- Accountability

Why the University wants to make a 
RDM system



• Best practice in research data

• Strong commitment to record 

keeping

• Lasting record of conducted 

research

• Track and link aspects of the data 

lifecycle

• Easy

• Helps them store data

• Better than other options

- Cheaper

- Simpler

- More accessible

• Not mandatory

Why researchers should
use a research data 
management system

Why researchers actually
use a research data 
management system



• Best practice is best but 
practice is better

• Questions:

- What is required?

- What actions will be taken 
because of the answer?

- What are user incentives to 
answer?



Metadata – why researchers ‘Don’t 
have time’ for an RDM system

• How did we approach this issue?

- Created a very low barrier to entry

- Increase requirements after researchers are 

used to the system



Project metadata – What is required?



Project metadata – What we asked for?



Project metadata – What is useful?



• Informing Schools and Institutes

- Providers of share drives and data 

storage

• Meeting with user groups

- Researchers believe they and their 

needs are unique

- Demonstrate capabilities and 

functionality

Release and uptake –
Outreach



• Research Computing Centre

- High performance computing (HPC)

- Large file transfers

- Secure computing environments

• Graduate School

- Thesis submission

- Student research data 

Release and uptake – Integration



• UQ Library Learning and Research Services

- User guides

- Trainings

- Research data

management

Release and uptake – Education



Thank you
• Research Systems Team

• UQ Information Technology Services

• Research Computing Centre

• UQ Library Learning and Research Services
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UQ Research Data Manager – A Comprehensive Solution for Efficient Research Data Management

Mariana Kaiser – Wednesday 16:50 – 17:10 Boulevard B1

Unleashing Research Data Management Potential: The Power of Integrations

Jan Wisgerhof – Thursday 10:40 – 11:00 Boulevard B3

Questions?
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