
Transforming Health Research Collaboration 
to Actionable Insights



Research Link Australia 
Bridging the information gap between research, industry, business and government for impactful innovation

RLA is a pivotal initiative 

aimed at enhancing 

connectivity and 

knowledge exchange 

among universities, 

research organisations, 

businesses, industry 

players, and government 

bodies. 



Research Link Australia: Address information gap 

● As a policy maker, research funder or national 

program initiative, I would like to know national 

research capability in biodiversity, so we can 

direct our funding effectively and efficiently; or 

organise a virtual national collaboration research 

network to address the biodiversity threat to the 

nation. 

● As an application developer of an agri-

business/facilitator, I would like to know who are 

the top five researchers from my state in this 

research area of internet of things, who can help 

me to optimise our network to monitor soil, water, 

crops, pastrues and animals, etc; so that we can 

make better decision in improving farm 

productivity. 

● As a research group, we have researched this 

nanodisk, our clinical research shows nanodisk

can stick to the surface of a tumor longer than 

other shaped disks and thus provide efficient 

transfer to therapeutic drugs to the tumor. I want 

to find out who are the top five manufacturers 

in Australia with whom we can discuss future 

production opportunities.

● I am a business eligible for the Government 

R&D tax incentive, can you recommend a 

facilitator who can guide me through this 

Government R&D grant application (or a 

collaboration end-to-end)?



Research Capability 

Discovery Portal

● Search research topics to find research and 

collaboration capabilities.

● Gain insights from interactive dashboards into 

collaboration in specific research application.



RLA Partner Projects



RLA Data Community of Practice 
Health and Wellbeing

● A/Prof Amir Aryani, Research Graph Foundation, Swinburne University

● A/Prof Suzie Lavoie, Orygen

● Prof Luis Salvador Carulla, Health Research Institute, University of Canberra

● Prof Sotiris Vardoulakis, HEAL Network

● Alessandro Luongo, Digital Health CRC 

● Dr Tom Verhelst, Relational Insights Data Lab, Griffith University

● Dr Kristen Moeller-Saxone, Infoxchange

"Transforming Health 

Research Collaboration to 

Actionable Insights."



Open Questions

How to identify*
● Research Capabilities (in house)?
● Research Capacities (in the collaboration network)?
● Potential research-industry partnerships?
● Potential new partnerships?
● Impact of collaboration?

*(in health and wellbeing)

3 Components of Data CoP





22,900
Researchers

8,506
Research Outputs 

& Publications

2,912
Grants and Projects

5,803
Organisations & 

Institutions

Health and Wellbeing Data CoP

Linked Research Objects



RLA Data

Key component of RLA data is persistent 

identifiers (PIDs) such as ORCID and DOI. 



National PID Graph 

We have initiated the RLA by 
utilising the National PID Graph, 
which connects open scholarly 
networks. 

These networks are built on 
persistent identifiers like ORCID, 
DOI, and ROR.



Research Capabilities



How do you identity the 
topics and expertise?

● Research Agenda

● Research Output

● Research Activities (Grants & Projects)



2,912
Grants and Projects

Health and Wellbeing

Social Services and Community 

Support

Environmental Sustainability and 

Innovation

Technology and Data Science

Mixtral 8x22B









Individual CoP Partners



196
Orygen Grants App-based Cognitive and Behavioral Therapies

Cannabidiol for Anxiety and Psychosis

Digital Platforms for Suicide Prevention

Early Intervention and Prevention

Effects of Climate Change on Mental Health

Impact of Social Media on Mental Health

Ketamine for Depression and Methamphetamine Use

Neurofeedback and Cognitive Behavioral Therapy

Peer Support and Family Involvement

Psilocybin and MDMA for Psychiatric Disorders

Psilocybin-assisted Psychotherapy

Social Inclusion and Mental Health

Support for Young People with Eating Disorders

Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation

Virtual Reality for Mental Health









Research Collaboration Network









Insights from the Data CoP

1. Four major research focus area: : (1) Environmental Sustainability and Innovation, (2) 
Health and Wellbeing, (3) Social Services and Community Support, and (4) Technology 
and Data Science. 

2. This group has more than 800 industry partner in Australia and internationally. 

3. 2000+ grants from international funders are connected to the researchers in the Data 
CoP partnership, this includes funding from the Canadian Institutes of Health Research, 
the Medical Research Council in the UK, and the National Institute of Mental Health in 
the United States.



Data CoP Workshop

Melbourne, Oct 2024

“The RLA project has 
highlighted the crucial role 
research networks play in 
understanding both the 
capabilities and the long-term 
performance of individual 
researchers as well as research 
teams or units.”

Prof Luis Salvador Carulla, Health Research Institute, 
University of Canberra
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