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HeSANDA
Health Studies National Data Asset

National infrastructure to allow researchers to access and 

share data from health studies

Focus

• Consultation and co-design with the Australian research 

community

• Metadata standards and harmonization

• Consistent procedures  

• Policy development

• Infrastructure (Health Data Australia)

visit - researchdata.edu.au/health/   

https://researchdata.edu.au/health/


Scan QR code 
for more 

information &  
HeSANDA node 
contact details.



Why HeSANDA

• To improve the quality and productivity 

of research

• Encouraged and/or required by 

publishers and funders

○ National Health Medical Research 

Council (NHMRC)

○ Medical Research Future Fund 

(MRFF)

○ Australian Research Council

• To align with the international data 

sharing research community



Health Data Australia

Discover and request 

clinical trial data from 

around Australia

visit - researchdata.edu.au/health/   

https://researchdata.edu.au/health/


Building national capability in 3 key areas

• Coordinated data services
• A national network of infrastructure nodes supplying clinical trials metadata and 

research outputs according to the coherent data practices

• Coherent data practices
• Research community and stakeholder-defined data sharing practices for 

minimum information requirements, metadata design, data access, and ethics 
and consent

• Federation services
• Interfaces, applications, and services that allow research and data discovery, 

data request and access, and additional functionality across the node network



About the dataset

Set requirements for trial registration from the 
International Committee of Medical Journal Editors 
(ICMJE) and World Health Organization (WHO) Trial 
Registration Data Set. 

About the clinical trial

Coherent Data Practices



https://researchdata.edu.au/health/ 

Federated Services

Scan QR code 
for more 

information &  
HeSANDA node 
contact details.

https://researchdata.edu.au/health/








Data Access Request

Secondary data use for education, 

replication, reproducibility 

• Dataset contains IPD for 60 participants, all 

demographic and clinical data variables 

collected at baseline, week 6, week 12

• Secondary Use – to improve analytical skills 

of early/mid careers researchers to conduct 

independent analysis, replicate results.



Governance



Governance

• Ethics

• Regulatory & legal

• Standards & best practice

• Institutional policies



Governance achievements

• Research community consultation report

• Draft report on ethical & responsibilities

• Ethics committee benchmarking

• PICF template for data sharing

• Institution-specific policies & guidelines



Awareness and training

• Free resources (e.g. Science Scenarios, 
ARDC Practical Guide)

• Node- and institution-specific training and 
guides for researchers



Understanding barriers to data sharing in HDA

• Current project 

• Barriers and enablers to data sharing using HDA

• Survey link and QR code
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