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Curated Collections

e ARDC HASS and Indigenous Community Data Lab
e National platform for digital humanities collections
e Support, training and community

2025
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Systemik is an innovative Consulting Group and Digital Humanities Lab.

We design, develop, implement and support research solutions for humanities projects: open-source platforms, infrastructure
integration, APIs, and website content management. Our focus is the realisation of effective, engaging and sustainable digital

research.
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hes Jesuit readings of the and their dissemination in Early Modern and Enlightenment Europe (ca. 1590-1773). The

project connects scholars at the University of Sydney and Sun Yat-sen University interested in the ways in which Jesuit missionaries to China translated a number
of the Confucian Classics into Latin and other European languages. It aims to analyse early Western attempts to understand Chinese literature and philosophy
and to document which texts were translated and how they spread to Europe.

By mapping Europe’ rst encounter with Chinese gkt thicx
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s toy materials from national and international collections in languages other than English. We
seek to rethink and enlarge narratives about Australia that come solely from English-language sources, by showing modern Australa to be a complex multiingual

creation. This project is funded by an Australian Research Council Discovery Project grant.

The site consists of collections of text-based articles, newspapers and images. You can explore these and carry out searches through the 'go to archive’ button
and clicking on the different categories.

We acknowledge the First Nations peoples of Australia and other sites referred to in this collection of documents. The University of Sydney, where we are based,
s on the unceded land of the Gadigal Peaple of the Eora Nation, and we pay particular respect to them.

Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Isiander people are advised that this site may contain or link to material which could be culturaly sensitive, including
records of people who have passed away.
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Relationship Graphing

The digital paradigm for a significant proportion of humanities project can be abstracted as
‘relationship graphing’.

These projects are characterised as incremental, cumulative, granular, and collaborative
semantic annotation and linking of heterogenous content and data.

Rather than follow a research paradigm of repeatable experiments (text set-algorithm-result set)
the research output is a node graph and a persistent web presence.
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Al Analysis of ARC Abstracts

Limited to Last 6 Years at USyd, Limited to 2000’s

Of the 35 projects, 21 could be ‘relationship graphing’.
Of these 21, 15 have a high probability of being appropriate for Omeka S as we have planned its
implementation and 6 have a medium level of probability.

Of the 15, 3 are currently based on Heurist under Systemik custodianship.
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Finding collections at risk

e Humanities collections last longer than software

e No software platform is forever:
o Web standards evolve
o  Apps have an even shorter shelf-life
o Non-scholarly platforms like WordPress

e Some at-risk collections get a negative reputation as a pain point

How can we find collections at risk which we don’t know about?



Meeting researcher needs

Avoiding “if you build it, they will come”
Not only about technical requirements
Engagement strategies

“The Humanities” covers a very broad range of disciplines

How do we bring humanities researchers on board?



Metadata and standards

Person
Templates for common entities @ oMo ;SPQM Role
Mapped to RO-Crate / Schema.org Eé;:‘g NQM
Good metadata by default bk Place

Researchers create their own typologies
Manage all this as as a distribution

How do we ensure metadata quality, while allowing researchers the
flexibility they need?



Next steps

® Notes from this session — we'll add these to the website (let us know if not)
e Community — working groups across the CDL
e Slack

What other ways can we keep in touch?
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