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Welcome and introductions

● Curated Collections
● Successful approaches to digital humanities
● Finding collections at risk
● Meeting researcher needs
● Metadata and standards
● Next steps



Curated Collections

● ARDC HASS and Indigenous Community Data Lab
● National platform for digital humanities collections
● Support, training and community

2025
Pilot

Migrations
Release v1

2026
Workshops
Features

Release v2

2027-28
Migrations
Archives

Release v3





EXEMPLAR PROJECTS







WordPress/Heurist



The digital paradigm for a significant proportion of humanities project can be abstracted as 
‘relationship graphing’.  
These projects are characterised as incremental, cumulative, granular, and collaborative 
semantic annotation and linking of heterogenous content and data.  
Rather than follow a research paradigm of repeatable experiments (text set-algorithm-result set) 
the research output is a node graph and a persistent web presence.

Relationship Graphing



AI Analysis of ARC Abstracts
Limited to Last 6 Years at USyd, Limited to 2000’s
Of the 35 projects, 21 could be ‘relationship graphing’.  
Of these 21, 15 have a high probability of being appropriate for Omeka S as we have planned its 
implementation  and 6 have a medium level of probability.  
Of the 15, 3 are currently based on Heurist under Systemik custodianship.

ARC Projects

2001 COMMUNICATION AND MEDIA STUDIES
2002 CULTURAL STUDIES
2003 LANGUAGE STUDIES
2004 LINGUISTICS
2005 LITERARY STUDIES
2099 OTHER LANGUAGE, COMMUNICATION AND 
CULTURE
2101 ARCHAEOLOGY
2102 CURATORIAL AND RELATED STUDIES
2103 HISTORICAL STUDIES
2201 APPLIED ETHICS

2202 HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OF SPECIFIC FIELDS
2203 PHILOSOPHY
2204 RELIGION AND RELIGIOUS STUDIES



Finding collections at risk

● Humanities collections last longer than software
● No software platform is forever:

○ Web standards evolve
○ Apps have an even shorter shelf-life
○ Non-scholarly platforms like WordPress

● Some at-risk collections get a negative reputation as a pain point

How can we find collections at risk which we don’t know about?



Meeting researcher needs

● Avoiding “if you build it, they will come”
● Not only about technical requirements
● Engagement strategies
● “The Humanities” covers a very broad range of disciplines

How do we bring humanities researchers on board?



Metadata and standards

● Templates for common entities
● Mapped to RO-Crate / Schema.org
● Good metadata by default
● Researchers create their own typologies
● Manage all this as as a distribution

How do we ensure metadata quality, while allowing researchers the 
flexibility they need?



Next steps

● Notes from this session – we'll add these to the website (let us know if not)
● Community – working groups across the CDL
● Slack

What other ways can we keep in touch?


	Sustainable Digital Humanities Collections
	Welcome and introductions
	Curated Collections
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	WordPress/Heurist
	Relationship Graphing
	ARC Projects
	Finding collections at risk
	Meeting researcher needs
	Metadata and standards
	Next steps

