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Resources vocabs in Australia

● Originally research agencies - CSIRO etc.
○ Now the systems are gone

● Background use - AuScope Portals

● RVA, since 2015??

● GA since 2015



Enviro & Resources vocabs in Australia

● Originally research agencies - CSIRO etc.
○ Now the systems are gone

● Background use - AuScope Portals

● RVA, since 2015??

● GA since 2015

● Geological Surveys since 2018
○ GA, GSWA, GSSA, GSQ and soon NTGS



Enviro & Resources vocabs in Australia

● Internationally
○ Many semantic vocab initiatives since ~2010

■ BGS, USGS, SWEET, BRGM
■ CGI
■ EU
■ ICS

○ Recent, large-scale work
■ DDE
■ EarthPortal



Enviro & Resources vocabs in Australia

● Future
○ A few more Geological Surveys
○ Other agencies entering this domain

■ e.g. Qld Science
○ Universities



Previous discovery enhancement attempts

● RVA
○ Centralised listing
○ Free hosting*
○ Comprehensive & deep search

● CSIRO & AuScope
○ Facilitating other Geological Surveys

● GA
○ Facilitating other Geological Surveys

* “research” only



Previous discovery enhancement attempts

● A tool-based attempt
○ Search on an org’s Prez system

could access content from other
org’s systems

○ A maintenance impossibility…



Discovery enhancement attempts

● International initiatives
○ EarthPortal
○ EU Vocabularies
○ DDE



VocSearch

● Motivation
○ Find whole vocabs and individual terms for reuse
○ Domain-specific
○ Allow limiting results to certain publishers,

in particular Australian GSes, GA etc.
○ Allow content growth
○ “just make it work”  - from the user’s POV



VocSearch

https://vocsearch.kurrawong.ai

For the resources sector:

● What systems should be in scope?
○ RVA, international, non-semantic

● How do we limit results to 
relevant vocabs?

● How is it maintained?
○ By KAI, through rolling projects?

https://vocsearch.app.dev.kurrawong.ai/


Future Work

● In Australia:
○ Improved vocab profile adherence

■ See the VocPub poster
● Internationally

○ Request specific technical access to 
Geological Survey vocabs
■ BGS
■ BRGM
■ DDE
■ USGS     ~

● Test with users
○ How will this be arranged? 

■ Projects
■ GGIC



Thanks!
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